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ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1971 


Boston, January 31, 1972. 
Hon. Kevin H. Wuire, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 
Sir, — In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of the 
Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners 
respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 


In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966 
registration was held as follows: 

At the central office, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.M., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted, from January 4 to August 
13, inclusive; from September 15 to October 1, inclusive; 
from November 3 to December 31, inclusive. 

At the central office, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., from August 
16 to August 21, inclusive; August 23 and August 24, and 
from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., August 25, for the City Preliminary 
Election; from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., October 2, October 4 to 
October 9, inclusive, and October 12; from 9 a.m. to 10 
p.M., on October 13 for the City Election. 
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At locations in each of the twenty-two wards, from 
6 P.M. to 9 p.m., from August 16 to August 20, inclusive; 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., August 21; from 6 P.M. to 9 P.M., 
August 23 and August 24; and from 9 a.m. to 10 P.M., 
August 25, for the City Preliminary Election; from 9 A.M. 
to 10 p.m., October 2; from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., October 4 to 
October 8, inclusive; from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., October 9; 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., on October 12, and from 6 p.m. to 
10 p.m., on October 13, for the City Election. 

Registration sessions were held at the Mini City Halls 
located in various sections of the city commencing on 
May 3 until the close of registration, August 25, for the 
City Preliminary Election and opened for registration on 
September 15 until October 13, for the City Election. 


MosiLe REGISTRATION 


The Board of Election Commissioners authorized mo- 
bile units to rove about the city in each ward commencing 
August 2 until the close of registration August 25, for the 
City Preliminary Election; and from September 15 to 
October 13, the close of registration, for the City Election. 

Physically disabled: In accordance with the provisions 
of chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, persons 
qualified to vote but unable to appear at a registration 
office because of a physical disability were examined in 
their homes or other places of confinement upon receipt 
of an application for such registration. 

Supplementary registration of federal service personnel: 
Under the provisions of chapter 51, sections 50 and 51 of 
the General Laws, as amended by chapter 283 of the Acts 
of 1966, the time for such registration was extended to 
before 4 p.m. of the day preceding a Primary or Election. 
There were 14 such registrations in Boston. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS 


At the State Election held November 3, 1970, the num- 
ber of voters on the list was 274,178. The number of 
voters on the first list published by the Board was 240,899. 
From that time to the close of registration for the City . 
Election there were added the names of 53,818 voters. 
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Included in this figure are the names of 5,739 voters who 
were restored to the voting list without registration, under 
the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947. The 
number of voters on the day of the City Election, held on 
November 2, 1971, was 294,717, an increase of 20,539 
over the number of voters on the list preceding the State 
Election. The number of voters on the final list was 294,728. 


NomINATION Parers, REFERENDUM AND 
REcouNT PETITIONS 


The Board received 4,958 nomination papers for the 
City Preliminary Election, on which 131,062 names were 
certified; 73 recount petitions for recounts of ballots cast, 
on which 944 names were certified; and 779 referendum 
petitions on which 19,632 names were certified. This 
makes a total of 5,810 papers, on which the names of 
151,638 were certified. 


SoutH Enp Prosecr AREA CommMItTEE (SEPAC) 
ELECTION 


The Board of Election Commissioners was ordered by 
a resolution passed by the Boston City Council on May 5, 
1969, and approved by Hon. Kevin H. White, Mayor of 
Boston, on May 8, 1969, to conduct an election of nine 
Delegates at Large and twenty-eight District Delegates 
(two from each district), to serve on the South End 
Project Area Committee. This committee is to represent 
fourteen districts within an area delineated by the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority. 

The Board of Election Commissioners divided the area 
into fourteen districts in compliance with the resolution 
passed by the Boston City Council. 

In accordance with the resolution the current police 
list of the said area was recompiled into the fourteen 
respective districts and used as the voting list. In addition 
a person who was not police listed but who could exhibit 
evidence of a South End residency was allowed to vote on 
a paper ballot. 

A total of 61 candidates declared their intentions for 
nomination to office: 14 candidates filed for Delegate at 
Large and 47 candidates filed for District Delegate. The 
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61 candidates submitted 82 nomination papers on which 
2,985 names were certified. Fourteen candidates were 
certified for Delegate at Large and 47 candidates were 
certified for District Delegate. 

The dates of June 27 and 28, 1971, were selected by the 
Board of Election Commissioners to hold the election. 
Also, the Board of Election Commissioners designated a 
polling place in each of the fourteen districts. 

At this election 1,544 persons cast their votes. 


SPECIAL MopEL NEIGHBORHOOD BoARD ELECTION 


The Board of Election Commissioners was ordered by 
an ordinance passed by the Boston City Council on De- 
cember 23, 1969, and approved by Hon. Kevin H. White, 
Mayor of Boston, on December 23, 1969, to conduct an - 
election of eighteen Area Board Members (three from each 
area) to serve as the Model Neighborhood Board. This 
board is to represent six model neighborhood areas, with- 
in the model cities area by wards and precincts set forth 
in said ordinance, and following areas delineated by the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority, following the guide- 
lines set by the federal government. Under the provisions 
of the ordinance a Special Election will be held in any 
Model City area where a vacancy occurs. 

The Boston Election Commission designated a 1971 
police listing and the 1970 voting list to be used as the 
voting list for each of the four respective areas where 
vacancies existed, in accordance with the ordinance. 

A total of twelve candidates filed nomination petitions 
on which a total of 660 names were certified for the office 
of Area Board Member. 

The date of the election was Tuesday, April 27, 1971. 
Also, the Board of Election Commissioners designated ten 
polling places in the four model city areas involved. 


RECOUNTS 


A recount of the votes cast in the City Preliminary 
Election for the office of City Councillor was held in Wards 
1, 2, 3, 10, 13, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22; and for School 
Committeeman in Ward 18, commencing on Monday, 
September 27, and concluded on Wednesday, September 
29, 1971. 
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REVISION OF VOTING List 


The names of 2,828 voters were stricken from the voting 
list by reason of death, removal from the city, and other 
causes. 


JURORS 


The jury list prepared by the Board in 1971 contaimed 
8,600 residents of Boston. During the time covered by 
this report 4,522 names were drawn for jury service. 


ABSENTEE VOTING 


In accordance with chapter 123 of the Acts of 1966, 
regulating the method of processing and counting absentee 
ballots made it mandatory that after processing and ex- 
amination of the affidavits in the central office is com- 
pleted, the absentee ballots must be sent to the precinct 
polling places to be cast and counted; then the said count 
of absentee ballots cast had to be added to the count of 
votes cast by use of the voting machines, so that the 
precinct total could be recorded and reported at the 
precinct level. 

Chapter 368 of the Acts of 1966, further regulating 
absentee voting, made it possible for a registered voter 
who would be absent from the city on the day of election, 
and who had no mailing address outside of Boston to 
which a ballot could be mailed and seasonably returned 
in time to be sent to the polling place before the closing 
of the polls on election day, to receive a ballot in hand and 
vote by such a ballot in the central office before he depart- 
ed from the city. 
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Set forth below are statistics for the City Election held 
November 2, 1971: 


Applications received: 


Civilian (ballots to be mailed) . . . . . 532 
Civilian (ballotsin hand) . . . . . . = 4J49 
Physically disabled Lhe se elecad 
Federal service personnel (registered) : Sgn 54 
Federal service personnel (S.A.V.) . .  . 18 
Total ; f i ; : : : ; . 2,000 
Applications rejected: 
Civilian (ballots to be mailed) . “hues 80 
Civilian (ballots in hand — not called for) nie hae 2 
Physically disabled ieee 86 
Federal service personnel (registered) Le ae 2 
Federal service personnel (S.A.V.) .  .  . 2 
Total ay an Bit, sy ce Bouta. bach eat OL gee ee 
Ballots mailed to, or in hand: 
Civilian (ballots mailed) 50 ine : PL AN aa AS 
Civilian (ballotsin hand) . . . . . . = J47 
Physically disabled .. . Syne plato 
Federal service personnel (registered) Ne eo 52 
Federal service personnel (S.A.V.) . .  .. 16 
Total : j ; é ; : ‘ “| eS28 
Ballots returned from, or in hand: 
Civilian (returned by mail) emma ec NG) 
Civilian (returned in hand) an Rt ee Gc <2) 
Physically disabled PU AO TSE Oey 
Federal service personnel (registered) Ue ae 18 
Federal service personnel (S.A.V.) . . . . 9 
Total ; 4 A : : : : ! ale aG 
Ballots rejected by examiners prior to sending to the polls: 
All classes (registered) . meee ts.) | 125) 
Federal service personnel (S. A. Sa Rea a MR 0 
Mota ON ah) a Ee A eee ee) 


Ballots sent to polling places: 


All classes (registered) . . i Wea RAG 
Federal service personnel (S. AY. ) Beit 


Total i : SYCaMeRE NU: : a range 11,11 5y41 
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Ballots returned unclaimed: 


Civilian . A 
Physically disabled Sa 4, 
Federal service personnel (registered) Renda ate 2 
Federal service personnel (S.A.V é 0 

MO tay Wee) ied Radio wes Minit, veo peer ee Chm ee 10 

Ballots returned too late to be cast: 

Civilian . Ta ApE SERS UN a CLE RIN Raa aes 25 
Physically disabled Oma aeaenly ier 54 
Federal service personnel (registered) Tes at Loe 17 
Federal service personnel (S.A.V.) . .  . . i! 

Total oa Hesineeey Pos REE Nea UL aeons tec iGu ks 97 


Of the 1,277 absent voter envelopes returned and ex- 
amined, 123 were rejected for various reasons by the 
examiners. None of the ballot envelopes so rejected were 
opened to reveal the contents therein. The remaining 
1,154 ballot envelopes were subsequently delivered to the 
proper polling places prior to 9 p.m., to be cast on the 
day of election as required by law. 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 

The term of Commissioner George H. Greene expired 
on April 1, 1970. On May 5, 1971, Commissioner Joseph 
D. Murphy, a present member of the Board, was ap- 
pointed to succeed Commissioner Greene for the term 
ending April 1, 1974. On May 5, 1971, John A. Walsh, Jr., 
was appointed a member of the Board for the term ending 
April 1, 1972, being the unexpired term of Commissioner 
Murphy. 

Commissioner Joseph D. Murphy was designated by 
the Mayor to be Chairman, and upon organization of the 
Board, Commissioner Perlie Dyar Chase was elected 
Secretary. - 

EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT 

The expenses of the Election Department for the year 

ending December 31, 1971, amounted to $795,046. 40. 


JosEpH D. Murpnuy, 
Joun A. Wa.zsu, JR., 
JosEpH W. FItzGERALD, 
PeERLIE Dyar CHASE, 

Board of Election Commissioners. 
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Listed Men Residents, First List......................000000. 5 
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Registered Voters (Men and Women), Preliminary City Election 22 
Supplementary Registration (Men), City Election............. 23 
Supplementary Registration (Women), City Election.......... 24 
Supplementary Registration (Men and Women), City Election. . 25 
Registered Voters (Men), City Election...................... 26 
Registered Voters (Women), City Election................... 27 
Registered Voters (Men and Women), City Election........... 28 
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Section i. Leeks ac morta ite ose Oar emanates ae Wan creed tines Hoy Seats ey 29 
Number of Enrolled Republicans by Precincts and Wards, City 

ETO C ETO ey cpt ey pe tn ee ee aes ee ed ott ec ates ve ae ene ene oe auch 30 
Number of Unenrolled Voters by Precincts and Wards, City 
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PRELIMINARY CITY ELECTION 
Votes Cast at Preliminary City Election, September 14, 1971 


Number of Persons Registered Who Voted................... 34 
ors Vay ori: Se eet Gee cbuet ake. uni Nel okaye hon aia a are Ucn MNS aM Enea 35-44 
HoraG@atys Coune lone sey see he tae ete eee cha eaten eae 45-67 
Kor) SchooliCommitteeman® 225 <a jce ke oe Pea 68-79 


CITY ELECTION 
Votes Cast at City Election, November 2, 1971 


Number of Persons Registered Who Voted................... 82 
Hore ayOree ress eo ie oo tak eae Ree as ao harciralis aera) Meee ante 83-90 
HOrAGit ye COUTCION ers 5 reenter es ene es anette ab 91-102 
Hor. school(Gommiutteemam)....2) sc. n sk ee a os oe eae oe 103-114 


ELECTION STATISTICS 


TABULATED STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER OF 
LISTED MEN AND WOMEN RESIDENTS, REGIS- 
TERED MEN AND WOMEN VOTERS, AND PER- 
SONS WHO VOTED IN EACH VOTING PRECINCT, 
TOGETHER WITH THE NUMBER OF VOTES CAST 
FOR EACH CANDIDATE AT THE 


PRELIMINARY CITY ELECTION . September 14, 1971 
CITY ELECTION .. ; : ; . November 2, 1971 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 
As Returned by the Secretary of State, 1965 


Wari oS, oe ROS Vet Matin MRP re, Wtuie | ve nV age canon alee ae 39,792 


Gil b 16,381 
eas 20,761 
cy 2 20,055 
aS 22,715 
46 21,658 
cena) 25,030 
cous 17,239 
a9 15,141 
“ 10 23,297 
a a 22,178 
AN 21,654 
«13 28,852 
“ 14 46,751 
“15 22,714 
“ 16 29,232 
ales 30,108 
alg 57,548 
“ 19 29,267 
“ 20 45,065 
cy 31,678 
oO) 29,210 


AE Oba heii Ol mail ebenNne ne: Chas get ARVN ae 4 : 616,326 
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